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WHEREIN- 
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Is particularly ſhewn, That a New Impoſition 
will be ruinous to the Sugar Colomes, inſuffi- 
cient for the Purpoſes intended, and greatly 
conducive to the Aggrandizement of FRANCE, all 
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No one is ignorant, that the Navigation of France owes all it's = 
Increaſe and Splendor to the Commerce of it's SUG ar Hand: 
and that it cannot be kept up and enlarged otherwiſe than by 
this Commerce, = 5 

Vide Memorials of the Deputies of Trade to the Royal Council 1 
F France, publiſhed here 1737. _ 1 


The Decays that come upon, and bring to Ruin any Country, do -.= 
conſiantly firſl fall upon the Land; and though the County 
Gentleman be not very forward to think fo, yet this nevers 
theleſs is an undoubted Truth, that he is more concerned in ET 
Trade, and ought to take a greater Care that it be well ma- | 
naged and preſerved, than even the Merchant Limſelf. 

f Locke, Vol. II. p. 27. 
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PREFACE. 


HE Scheme of Argument in 


this Pamphlet will appear at 


once in the following ſhort Sketch 
of it. 

The Pamphlet begins with ſtating 
the Importance of the Sugar Colo- 
nies to Great- Britain, in reſpect of 
Imports, Exports, the Employment 
of Artificers, Manufacturers, Seamen, 
Navigation, and jn reſpect of ſeveral 
other Particulars of vaſt Moment: 
All which Advantages will be put in 
great Danger of being loſt to Great- 
Britain, and transferred to France, 
if our Colonies are loaded with an 
additional Duty upon Sugar. 

To evince this Danger, it 1s en- 
deavoured to be proved, that an ad- 
ditional Duty (as well as all the pre- 
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ſent Duties) muſt fall upon the Planter 
or original Proprietor, and not upon 
the Conſumer. That ſuch accumu- 
lated Dut ies, joined to the ſeveral hea- 
vy Charges on Sugar, will force the Su- 
gar Planters, and eſpecially the poor- 
er Sort, to give up the Manufacture, 
and abandon their Settlements. Con- 
ſequently, that the Sugar Trade muſt 
exceedingly decline, if not totally 
periſh. And then is particularly 
ſhewn, how the Deſertion of the Su- 
gar Colonies, and the Ruin of the 
Sugar Trade will affect Great-Bri- 
tain; and contribute to the Ag- 
grandiſement of France, which is 
now it's moſt formidable Competitor 
in that Branch of Commerce. 

Aſter having ſet forth the many 
ill Conſequences which muſt attend 
a new Duty upon Sugar, the Pam- 
phlet proceeds to argue againſt it, 
as being highly unequitable in itſelf. 
Firſt, becauſe the Landholder of the 
| ; |  Briiih 


[ un 
Britiſh Sugar Colonies is now, and for 
many Vears, even in Times of Peace, 
hath been conſtantly taxed at a 
higher Rate, than the Landholder in 
England is ever taxed at in a Time 
of War. Secondly, becauſe Sugar was 
further taxed virtually by the Duty 
upon Melaſſes Spirit, which was impoſ- 
ed no longer ago than the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament. And thirdly, becauſe 
the Oppreſſion of a new Duty upon 
Sugar will endure as long as the 
Manufacture. 
In the laſt Place, it is proved from 


the Authority of the Deputies to 


the Council of Commerce in France, 
from the Practice of our own, and 
all other Governments, and from the 
Reaſon of the Thing itſelf, that ſup- 

poſing (for Argument Sake} an * 
ditional Duty upon Sugar would fall 
upon the Conſumer inſtead of the 
Planter, it would then infallibly leſ- 
ſen the Conſumption of tlie Com- 


modity; 


n * 2 
1 TTY 3 * 1 
A 1 2 1 
— 
-4+ 4 
\ * 


"FEE 


OT . 
2 ry Pp 


* q 

5 G If l 

1 5 & ME OS = 
ol J 4 4 o 
o . U 4 Y 
NY TT TS — — Es, —— _ 
9 2 — n "I 1 
. — R MT - 
hs & Y * 


a” OG 


Li 
modity; and injure the Planter as 
materially, as if the Weight of the Du- 


the Planter being thus, upon either 
Suppoſition, an equal Sufferer, will 
be as effectually driven from the Su- 
gar Colonies by a Diminution of his 
Profits in the Conſumption, as by 
a direct Payment of the Duty out 
of his own Pocket. Wherefore all 
the Evils which ariſe to Great-Bri- 
zain from a Deſertion of the Sugar 
Colonies, and the Loſs of the Sugar 
Trade, muſt take Place exactly in 
the ſame Manner, even admitting 


the Conſumer could be obliged. to 
pay the Duty. 
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ty lay immediately upon him. And 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


Againſt Laying any New 


DUTY upon SUGAR; 
WHEREEFN 


Is particularly ſhewn, That a New Impoſition 
will be ruinous to the Sugar Colonies, inſuffi- 
cient for the Purpoſe intended, and greatly 
conducive to the Aggrandizement of FRANCE; 


O point out the fatal Conſequences 
of a new Duty upon Sugar in their 
full Extent, it is neceſſary to con- 
ſider the great Value and Importance of the 
Sugar Colonies, and the cloſe Connexion of 
their Intereſts with thoſe of Great- Britain. 
The Britiſʒ Sugar Colonies annually pro- 
duce the Value of, at leaſt, one Million, 
eight hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling, ex- 
cluſive of their own Conſumption ; much 
the greateſt Part of which is remitted direct- 
ly to this Kingdom, in Sugar, Cotton, Sc. 
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[2] | 

The Situation of the Sugar Colonies ena- 
bles them to carry on a very valuable Branch 
of Commerce with Britiſb Commodities, the 
Benefit of which likewiſe centers in this King- / 
dom. 

The annual Export of Manufactures and 
Proviſions to the Sugar Colonies, from hence 
and from [re/and, amounts to one Million, 
eight hundred, and ſeventy thouſand Pounds 
Sterling. 

The Number of Ships generally employ- 
ed between our Sugar Colonies and Great- 
Britain is about 400; and above fix thou- 
ſand Seamen are neceflary for that Naviga- 
tion in Times of Peace, and probably double, 
the Number in a French War. 

Sir Foſiab Child, in Page 191. of his Di/- 
courſe of Trade, ſays, © * we may reckon, 
that for Proviſions, Clothes, and Houſhold- 
Goods, Seamen, and all others employed 
for building and fitting of Ships, every 


* Engliſhman in Barbadbes and Jamaita 2 iS 
* creates Employment for four Men at 
home.“ 


From theſe Particulars founded upon the 
moſt exact Calculations, that the Nature of 
the Caſe will admit of, it is manifeſt, That 
Great- Britain derives annually from the Su- 
gar Colonies near two Millions Szer/zng, be- 
ſides the Profits of the Commerce before 


mentioned, and exports Commodities of near 
the 
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| 3] MY 
the ſame Value to thoſe Colonies ; the nu- 2 
merous Hands employed in which muſt be- | 
come chargeable to the Publick, in propor- 
tion as that Exportation fails. "6 h 
Many other conſiderable Branches of tge 
Britiſh Trade are, in a great degree, de- 
pendent upon the Sugar Colonies, and muſt 
rtake in their Succeſs, or fuffer by their 
Declenſion. The African Trade is carried 
on chiefly to ſupply them with Negroes; as 
the African Trade itſelf is ſurniſhed by our own 
Woollen Manufactory, and by the Eaſi-India 
Trade Our Nortb-American Colonies are 
enabled to pay for Br:t:/þ Manufactures part- 
ly with the Produce of the Sugar Iſlands: 
And theſe ſeveral Parts of Commerce, by the 
mutual Aid of each other, contribute im- 
menſe Riches to this Kingdom, and ſupportñẽ 
together a very extenſive Navigation. „ 
Our Trade to the Spaniſh Meſl-VIndies, in 
caſe of a Re-eſtabliſhment of the A/z-zto Rn 
Contract, as well as our whole Trade to the - _ 
We/t- Indies in general, depends abſolutely up- 
on the Sugar Colonies. For, without them, 
the Britiſb Navy and Merchant Ships could 
have no ſafe Harbours, in which to take ſhelter 
from Storms, to refit and careen, torefreſh and 
recruit their Seamen: Nor, without them, 
could we have ſecure Magazines of Br:#i/h 
Manufactures ready to ſupply every Demand 
of our American Commerce. 
B 2 


<2 
n Tf 
77 


1 
1 


p N . 1 LSE 7 
[1 
S's Bs 1,4 l TS er ig = 1-7 *.. RAT a 


e 


F 


[4] 
On the other hand, if by proper Encou- 
ragements our Sugar Colonies ſhould flouriſh 
and grow populous, we fhall not only enjoy 
theſe eminent Advantages, but likewiſe pre- 
ſerve the Dominion of that diſtant Ocean, in 
oppoſition to the whole World. For as Bar- 


badves and Antigua are the firſt Iſlands fituat- 


ed in the Track+of all the Navigation to 
DS. South- America, ſo the former is furniſhed 
GS with good Roads, and the latter with excel- 
| tent Harbours, ſuited both to protect and ex- 
tend our own Commerce, and to intercept 
and deſtroy that of other Nations, whenever 
we ſhall be engaged in War: And Jamaica 
is no leſs commodioufly ſituated to cut off the 
Communication between Old and New Spain. 
Shall then this Kingdom part with all, or any 
of theſe mighty Advantages, and transfer them 


8 to France, our natural Enemy, and moſt 
= formidable Rival in Trade and Maritime 
Power; | 
N Vet this will be the inevitable Effect of 
naying a further Duty upon Sugar; becauſe 


as the preſent high Duties lie undoubtedly 
vpon the Planter or original Propyeetor, ſo 
. any additional Duty muſt fall upon him like- 
Vwioiſe, and not upon the Conſumer; and the 


he can poſſibly ſuſtain. 
As a Foundation for Argument in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, it muſt be obſerved, that the 


whole Burden together is much more than. 
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* Value of every Thing upon Earth ariſes 
« from it's Quantity in Proportion to 
* it's Vent, and this alone regulates the 
« Price *. Water (which is neceflary to the 
Exiſtence of Man) generally bears no Price 
at all, nor will yield any Money, becauſe 
e it's Quantity is immenſely greater than 
«it's Vent, in moſt Parts of the World. 
* But as ſoon as Water comes any where to 
be reduced into any Proportion to it's Con- 
e ſumption, it begins preſently to have a 
Price; and ſometimes hath been fold dear- 
« er than Wine +”. The Value and Price 
of Bread-corn more obviouſly appear to de- 
pend upon the fame Cauſes: For when 
Wheat is. ſcarce in reſpect of the Demand or 
Vent for it, we find the Price riſes, and two 
or three good Harveſts make it cheap again, 
whatever Rate the Land-Tax is ſet at, and 
whatever the Farmer's Expences may be. 
Nor will Corn afterwards bear a good Price, 
till the Stock is leſſened, by Exportation or 
otherwiſe, to ſuch a Quantity as our Own 
Conſumption requires. Hops, Hay, Cyder, 
and every other Commodity are ſubject to 
the ſame Rule. | 

The Price of all Commodities then being go- 
verned by their Quantity and Vent, it follows 
directly, that the Vender hath it not neceſſarily 
and always in his Power to raiſe his Price up- 


ide Locke Works, Vol. 2. p. 20. + Bid. p. 21. 
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16 
on the Buyer, and reimburſe himſelf in the 
Charge of a Duty, which he pays to the 
Government. Vet there can be no Doubt, but 
the Vender will, as often as he poſſibly can, 
throw the Expence of the Duty, upon the Con- 
ſumer; and therefore the Queſtion is, in what 
Caſes this is, and in what Caſes it is not in the 
Power of the Vender or Seller of a Com- 
modity. In the firſt Place, if a certain 
Quantity of any Commodity be neceſſary to 
be purchaſed by the People for their own 
Uſe, and at the ſame Time the Quantity at 
Market is barely ſufficient to ſupply the 
Vent; there the Seller may force his own 
Terms upon the Purchaſer, and oblige the 
latter to pay' the Duty which he has advanced. 
Thus for Inſtance, a certain Number of 
Shoes ate neceſſary for the Uſe of the Peo- 
ple; the Shoemaker provides Shoes, as they 
beſpoke : and therefore the - Quanti- 
oy Joe only equal to the Vent or De- 
mand. Conſequently the Shoemaker has it in 
his Power to recompenſe himſelf for the 
Tax, which he pays upon Leather. And ac- 
cordingly, the Price of Shoes was raiſed on 
occaſion of that Tax. In the fame manner 
we obſerve, that Taxes upon Salt and Tal- 
low have encreaſed the Price upon the Coft- 
ſumer; becauſe the Quantities brought to 
Market are no more than ſufficient for our 
own Conſumption. Of Courſe the Retail- 
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of the Tax to the Price of the Commodi- 


Typ] 


ers of Salt and Candles can add the Value 


ties, and repair themſelves out of the Bayer 5 
Pocket. | 

The Seller of a neceſſary Commodity, 
then, can oblige the Buyer to pay it's Taxes, 
in caſe the Quantity at Market | is only en 
to the Vent or Demand. 

On the contrary, when the Quantity at 
Market much exceeds the Vent or Demand, 
this is abſolutely out of the Seller's Power 
for the Plenty will influence, and keep down 
the Price, in ſpite of his utmoſt Endeavours: 

For Example; ſome time ago the Ex- 
portation of woollen Goods had much fail- 
ed; the Exportation of unwrought Woot 
being prohibited, none of that was cartied 
out of the Kingdom but by Stealth: A much 
greater Quantity of Wool therefore remain- 
ed here than was wanted by the Manufac- 
turers, and the Price naturally ſunſe very 
low, Now ſuppoſing a Tax had been im- 
poſed upon Wool at that Time, would it 
have hn practicable, in the midſt of ſuch 
uſeleſs abundance, for the Farmer to have 
raiſed the Price of his Wool upon the Buyer; 
and to have diſcharged himſelf of the In- 
cumbrance - of the Tax? Nor For he in- 
ſiſted upon the higheſt Price, he could get, 
as the Market then ſtood. Nor could he 
by any Means enhance it, till the Decreaſe 
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of Wool, by the Mortality of Sheep ſince 
the hard F roſt, and an extraordinary De- 
mand for Exportation of Cloth, gave him 
the Opportunity of doing it; and then, the 
Value of the Commodity encreaſed agreeably 
to the Scarcity and Vent. 
Jo apply theſe Principles to the preſent 
Purpoſe; Sugars are reſtrained by Act of 
Parliament from being carried directly to 
any Place, except to our North- American 
Colonies, to the Southward of Cape Finiſterre, 
and to Great Britain. For all Sugar Ships 
bound to the Northward of Cape Finiſterre 
are obliged to touch and report here; which 
ſubjects them to many Diſadvantages. The 
Markets of our North-Amer:ican Colonies, and 
alſo thoſe to the Southward of Cape Finiſterre, 
take off but a ſmall Quantity of our Sugar. 
And all the Europenn Markets, beſides our 
own, are commonly engroſſed by the French, 
Wherefore the great Bulk of the Product of 
the Sugar Iſlands muſt be Imported into 
Great Britain, 
Nov the Quantity, which the Planters are 
thus forced to import into Gros b 
for the moſt Part exceeds the Conſumption 
of our own Nation by one Fifth of the 
Whole. This Surplus therefore, for want 
of a foreign Vent, mult lie a dead Weight 
upon the Market, bear down the Price to a 
by that Means diſable the 

Sugar 
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[9] 
Sugar-ſeller from throwing: the Duty upon 
the Conſumer, -/ 

It may be proper, before we quit this Head, 
Juſt to dblerve, that there is'a very material 
Difference between the Planter in the Su 
Colonies, and the European Merchant. The 
former muſt of Neceſſity (as hath ' been 
ſhewn) import the Product of his Eſtate into 
Great Britain; and that Product muſt at all 
Events be ſold for the Subſiſtence of him 
and his Family: The European Merchant, 
on the contrary, may forbear to traffick in 
any particular Species of Merchandize, when 
by a Super-abundance at Market 'it ceaſes 
to yield him a reaſonable Profit. 

Since a new Duty upon Sugar muſt thus 
diminiſh the Planter's Income; the next 
Conſideration is, How far he may be able to 
ſupport ſuch a Deduction, and whether 
another Tax ſuper-added to the heavy Du- 


ties, and unavoidable Charges, under which 


he now labours, will not compel” him to 
deſert his preſent Settlements, and to remove 


his Negroes and other Effects to the French | 


or Dutch Sugar Colonies (as has been al- 
ready done) where he may reap the Fruits of 
his Labour. 

Perhaps it may be needleſs to mention, 
that the Ability of the Planter in general 
to bear an additional Tax is not to be judg- 
ed of by the Figure, which a few Gentlemen 
C ſometimes 
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[10] 
ſometimes. make here upon the Strength of 
Eſtates in the Sugar Iſlands. Some of them 
(as of all other People) live beyond their 
Fortunes; and others have ſo large a Share 
of Property as to afford them a conſiderable 
Income, even after the Deductions of exceſ- 
ve Taxes. But for one, who is capable of 
living in Afﬀuesce here, hundreds are there 
obliged to labour hard, and ſtruggle under 
many Difficulties for a bare Subſiſtence. 
Tbe Planter's Ability in this Caſe may 
be more fairly eſtimated from a ſhort State 
of the Value of his Commodity compared 
with the neceſſary Charges, which accom- 
pany it. The Price of raw Sugar, taken at 
a Medium for fourteen Years paſt, has 
amounted to about 24 Shillings per hun- 
dred Weight. On account of this hundred 
Weight of Sugar, four Pounds and a half 
are. paid in Specie to the Crown for Duty, 
at Barbadoes and the Leeward lands ; and 
after being landed here, the fame hundred 
Weight of Sugar pays another Duty of three 
Shillings and Six-pence more. Beſides which, 


all the Sugar Iſlands ſupport their reſpective 


Governments at a vaſt annual Expence, Add 
to theſe Charges the Freight of four Shil- 
lings, with Inſurance, Commiſſions, and a 
Variety of other neceſſary Diſburſements ; 
and in the whole, how large a Portion muſt 
be drawn out of the twenty-four Shillings, 
| which 
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Benefit to the Labourer? In other Countries 
at leaſt, Men do not ſeem very forward to be- 
ſtow ineffectual Labour, or undergo Fatigues, 
that return no Gain to themſelves. 


High Duties have already devoured one 
valuable Commodity, with which the Sugar 


Iſlands formerly ſupplied their Mother Coun- 
try. For while they produced Indigo, Du- 


1 accumulated upon Duty, till the 


mmodity could no longer pay the Labour 
of Culture; and then it was wholly laid 
aſide. Great Quantities of Indigo being re- 
quired by our woollen Manufacture, and for 
other Purpoſes, the Parliament became ſen- 
ſible of the Greatneſs of the Loſs, as well as of 
the Cauſe which had occaſioned it; and en- 
tirely cleared the Commodity of all Duty. 
This intended Remedy, however, came too 


late to recover the Manufacture: And the 


Legiſlature was obliged next to allow the free 
Importation of foreign Indigo, even in foreign 
Bottoms, contrary to the good Policy of the 


Act of Naviga tion. From which Time, the 


French and Spaniards have ſupplied us with 


Indigo, to the great Profit of thoſe Nations, 
and the equal Detriment of ourſelves; as it 


has ſwelled the Balance of Trade, which lies 
againſt us with the former, and reduced the 


Balance in our Favour, which was paid in 


Bullion by the latter. 


Im moderate 


— 


Should this 
ſame Means, which ha 
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[14] 
they may be permitted to en; joy the Reward 
of beit Induſtry? 

It is true, the high Dutics upon Tobacco 
have not occaſioned a N eglect of cultivatin 
that Plant, nor cauſed a Deſertion of Virgi- 
nia, where it grows. They have not ope- 
rated in the ſame manner, as exceſſive Duties 
would do with reſpect to Sugar and the Su- 
gar Iſlands, for theſe plain Reaſons. To- 
bacco is largely exported to France, Holland, 
and others of the moſt conſiderable Markets 
of Europe. And if it does not bear a ſuffi- 
cient Price here to anſwer all it's Charges, it 
is ſure of finding a Vent abroad. Whereas 
Sugar 1s chiefly confined to our own Market, 
and cannot be advantageouſly exported : The 
Competition with us at foreign Markets, in 
the laſt of theſe Trades, being beyond Com- 
pariſon greater than in the other. And again, 
ſuppoſing Tobacco ſhould be rendered, by 
exorbitant Duties, inſufficient to diſcharge 
it's Expences; yet the Tobacco Planter, in a 
Country of vaſt Extent, might turn his La- 
bour, without .much Lofs, to Corn, Hemp, 
Flax, Wool, Cattle, and many other Pro- 
ductions: hile the Sugar Planter hath no 
Reſort beſides Sugar, nor can he otherwiſe 
employ his Induſtry to a tolerable Account; 
as hath been juſt now obſerved. 

Subjects of this nature are attended with a 
Diſadvantage in Point of Argument, which 

18 
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is unavoidable. For as it is impoſſible ex 
actly to calculate the utmoſt Duty, which 
a Commodity can poſſibly ſuſtain without 
certain Deſtruction, and to mark out the pre- 
ciſe Line, beyond which the Legiſlature can- 
not ſafely paſs, Gentlemen ſeldom diſcern the 
Danger of &ver-taxing a Plantation Commo- 
dity, in the real Degree and Extent of that 
Danger. They are apt to perſuade them 
ſelves, that though the Profits of Sugar be 
ever ſo much cut off already, yet ſomething 
more may ſtill be pared away for the Uſe of 
the Government, without reducing the Com- 
modity to nothing. A Suppoſition, which 
might as well have been applied to Indi- 
go, when it underwent the laſt Duty, that 
2 deſtroyed it. In ſhort, if we want a com- 
| menſurate Rule toaſcertain the preciſe Bounds, 
to which a Tax may be ſtretched, we ought, 
for that very Reaſon, to be cautious of over- 
ſtraining it. For when a Commodity is al- 
ready charged with heavy Dutics, as well as 
many other Expences, a new Burden cannot = 
be laid on without great Riſque. The for- 
mer may be full as much, as it can poſſibly 
bear, and the leaſt additional Weight thrown 
in (eſpecially i in Caſes of Rivalſhip) may fiok 
it irrecoverably. 
For the Reaſons already given, a new Du- 
ty upon Sugar muſt greatly endanger the diſ- 
peopling of the Sugar Colonies, and the Ex 
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16 
tirpation of their — And, to 
bring the Matter home to Great- Britain, it 
is to be conſidered in the next Place, that, 
whenever this Calamity befals our Colonies, 
it will create innumerable Miſchiefs to their 
Parent Country, and affect the latter in it's 
moſt important Concerns. | 

- Firſt, the Eng/;/þ Merchants and Traders 
have a very great Share of Property inveſted in 
Debts in that Part of the World, where they 
ſupply the Inhabitants with Negroes, with the 
Utenſils proper to make Sugar, and with many 
of the Neceſſaries of Life. They muſt be 
greatly affected therefore by the Impoveriſh- 
ment or Deſertion of the Colonies. 
The Revenue will likewiſe be greatly im- 
paired, as the Duties already paid by Sugarmuſt 
abate with the Quantity imported : By which 
means the Duties already laid on Sugar will 
bring in much leſs to the Crown than at 
preſent, and the Scheme of raiſing a large 
Sum of Money, by a farther Duty, will de- 
feat it's own Intent. What a precarious Se- 
curity is this for any Loan to the Publick, 
ſince it cannot be ſuppoſed the Sinking Fund 
will be mortgaged to make good any more 
Deficiencies, till thoſe are - diſcharged, for 
which. it ſtands engaged. 

- Secondly, The Kingdom in general muſt 
alſo loſe that large Fund of Riches, with 


that extenſive Navigation, and the DO 
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| 174 
of the American Seas, which have all been 
ſhewn to depend upon the Sugar Colonies. Ki 
And, what is ſtill worſe, the Advantages, 1 
| | which we loſe, will immediately devolve up- 
| on France, and that Kingdom will receive 
freſh Strength, Increaſe of Navigation, and 
Acceſſion of Riches from a proportionable 
| Decay of all theſe in England. — The French 
2 Miniſters have been ſo apprehenſive of in- 
M8 juring their Plantations by high Duties, that 
8 no new Impoſition has deen laid upon their 
Raw Sugars ſince the Vear 1698, though the 
Commodity was then, and ſtill continues 
taxed at a lower Rate with them, than it is 
with us. In Queen Anne's Wars they were 
reduced to the laſt Diſtreſs for Money; and 
even at this Time they lie under the moſt 
preſſing Exigences for neceſſary Supplies: 
Vet no Difficulties, no Straits have urged 
; them to heighten. the Taxes. on their Su- 
gars; and the Event hath given us a lament- 
F able Proof of the Wiſdom of ſuch a Policy. 
For in the Beginning of the preſent Centu- 
ry ||, Sugars were permitted to be imported 


| Vide Memorial of the Deputies of the Council of Commerce in 
France, p. 13, and 38. Ibid. page 1. are theſe remarkable 
Words, The Engh6, with leſs Advantage than we, and 
« in Territories of leſs Extent, have found means to employ 
«« yearly above 300 Ships, while we do not, without great 
*+« Difficulty, employ 100.” But, alas! the Tables are 


| | turned; for the French now employ more Ships in the Sugar 
be Trade than the Eg. ö 
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[78 ] 
into France: from Portagal and. the Levant: 
for their Home Conſumption. Nor did they 
export any Sugars to Hamburrgh or Germany 
till 1716. But ſince that time their Colo- 
nies have grown and flouriſhed to ſnch a De- , 
gree, as not only to fill the Markets of France, 
but to wreſt almoſt all the Markets of Eu- 
we out of our Hands. I heir me to the 
= Coaſt of Guinea, and all the other Branches 
of Commerce interwoven with it, have been 
advanced with the Proſperity of their Sugar _ 
_ Clone: And in the fame Meaſure as theſe 
—_— ſeveral Diviſions of Commerce have thriven , 
and improved among the French, they have A 
Hlanguiſbed and waſted among the Engliſh. 
Their Guinea Trade is at preſent greatly ſu- 
* rior to ours, and they have for ſeyeral 
Lars furniſhed not only their,own Colonies, F 
but, by Connivance, even the Span > Domi- 2 
nions in America with N egroes: Of which f 
laſt: Trade we formerly poſſeſſed much the 
greateſt Share, and of which we had been de- 
prived before the War with Spain. | 
If the - preſent View of this Kingdom, 
therefore, is to break the exorbitant Power 
of France, nothing can be more repugnant 
to that Deſign, than to enter upon Meaſures 
deſtructive of our Sugar Colonies. For by 
this means, while we expend Millions and 
ſupport Armies for the Repreſſion of that 
overgrown Power, we ſhall counteract the * 
| 4 Force 
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Force of our own Arms, and give back to 
the French in Trade the Advantages we gain 
of them in Battle. For we ſhall throw one 
of our beft Branches of Commerce into their 
Hands, and enable them to monopolize the 
Sugar Trade, the Commerce of Guinea, and 
almoſt the whole Navigation and Riches of 


the Weſt-Indies. Nay, Great-Britain itſelf 


muſt in Time be ſapplied with Sugar from 
France, and pay an immenſe Balance of 
Trade more than at preſent; to the Ruin of 
this, and the Aggrandiſement of the French 
Nation. 

Further, an additional Duty upon Sugar 
1 ο not only be to the laſt Degree permcous 
in it's Conſequences, but alſo highly unequita- 
ble in itſelf. 
Firſt, becauſe the Landholder in the Su- 
gar Colonies is already taxed much more ſe- 
verely than the Landholder in England, even 
when his Lands are taxed at four Shillings 
in the Pound. Or, to expreſs the ſame 
thing in other Words, the firſt of theſe con- 
tributes a larger Sum to the - Crown in Pro- 
portion to the neat Income of his Eſtate, than 
the laſt ever hath done. 63% "6 

Let us ſuppoſe a Farm here to be leaſed, 
of which the Landlord receives the Rental, 
and pays the common Charges of Repairs, 
Poor- Rates, Ce. as well as the Land- Tax. 
At a moderate Computation all theſe Diſ- 
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burſements may be preſumed not to exceed 
one third Part of his Rental; and the other 
two thirds make his clear Income. He re- 
ceives therefore of neat Money nigh four- 
teen Shillings out of every twenty, of which 
his Rental conſiſts. What then does he 
pay in Land-Tax to the Government out of 
the remaining ſix Shillings, on account of 
theſe fourteen Shillings clear Money? The 
Land-Tax is well known not to be paid 
according to the full Value, but according 
to the rated Value of Eſtates, which varies 
in different Places. But at a Medium we 
may be allowed to calculate, that when the 
Land-Tax is ſet at four Shillings in the 
Pound, the Landholder pays out of every 
twenty Shillings of his Rental not more than 
three Shillings. Hence his clear Profit out 
of twenty Shillings of his Rental being four- 
teen Shillings, and the Land-Tax .paid out 
of the fame twenty Shillings being three 
Shillings, his Tax in Proportion to his neat 
Income is as three is to fourteen. Let us 
now conſider how the Matter ſtands with 
regard to the Landholder in the Weſt-In- 
dies. His * Profits ariſe from the Sale of 
the Sugars, which his Lands produce, as the 
Landlord's here do from the Rent of his 


* Rum is not ſtated to the Planter's Profits, becauſe it is 
always expended in the neceſſary Charges of cultivating a 
Plantation to produce the Sugar, 
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"4 *% "0p — = 


(oe ET 


- 


A 


IF * * 


L211 
Farm. He is alſo ſubject to Taxes; and 
likewiſe to a Variety of mercantile Expen- 
ces, which anſwer to the ſeveral other Char- 
ges of the Landlord here. How much then 
is his neat Income out of every twenty 
Shillings, that his Sugar brings? And what 
Proportion of Tax does he pay on Account 
of that neat” Income? A hundred Weight 
of Sugar we may reckon (as before) is fold 
at twenty four Shillings; and the whole Dif 
burſement of Duties and mercantile Ex- 


pences upon it (as ſtated below “) amount 
to twelve Shillings, or one half of the twen- 
ty four Shillings ; which is equal to ten Shil- 


* Suppoſe an Hogſhead of Sugar to weigh 12 hundred 
Weight Neat, at 24 Shillings per Cent. 147. 85. 


. „„ 
4 per Cent. on 10 hundred Weight is 45 


Pounds, at 125. 10 d. per Hundred, the Va- 83 
lue excluſive of Charges is — 

Duty here 3 5. 6 4. per Cent. leſs 5 per Cent. 
for prompt Payment and Bills 8 4. ; - 
Freight 4 5. per Cent. with Primage, &c. 82d. 2 
Waſtage 10 per Cent. on the Value, exclu- 
ſive of Charges — ps 
Brokerage and Commiſſion on Sale 3 per Cent. o 
Inſurance and Commiſſion thereon 8 per Cent. 
Loſs upon Caſk or Package 0 


Landing, Houſing, and Weighing o 10 
Lighterage, and Wharfage 


o i 
Warehouſe-room, 3 4. per Week I - 0 324 
Landwaiters 3 d. Cooper 6 4. 9 9 
7 14 8 
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lings out of Twenty, Out of every twenty 
Shillings therefore, which he gets for his Su- 
gar, his neat Income is only ten Shillings. 
As to his Taxes, for every hundred Weight 
of Sugar, or twenty four Shillings in Money, 
he pays in Duty to the Crown four Shillings. 
Which is above three Shillings for every 
Twenty that his Sugar yields. His clear 
Incomethen being ten Shillings out of Twen- 
ty, and his Tax out of the fame Twenty 
being above three Shillings, tis evident his 
Tax in Proportion to his neat Income is as 
Three to Ten ; from all which it appears, 
that the Landlord here pays three Shillings to 
the Crown for every clear fourteen Shillings 
which he puts into his Pocket; and the Land- 
Holder in the Sugar Colonies pays more than 
three Shillings for every Ten, which he puts 
clear into his Pocket. And this great Tax 
Has been continued upon the Planter conſtant- 
ly in Time of Peace: Whereas the Tax of 
the Landholder here is the largeſt, he ever 
pays, and that only in a Time of War. 
Notwithſtanding fo great a Diſparity, the Caſe 


of the Sugar Planter has been ſtated diſad- 


vantageouſly, by being compared to that of 


> the Landlord here. For the Planter's Pro- 


fits have been computed out of the whole 
Value of the Product of his Lands, and 
the Landlord's only out of his Rental. —- 


The Planter in the Sugar Iflands keeps his 
ft Eſtate 
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T 23 ] 
Eftate in his own: Hands, manures the 
Land, defrays it's Charges, and ſends the 
Produce to Market for his own Account ; 
on which Produce his Tax is ſettled; - And 


therefore to put a. Caſe of a fimilar Kind 


in England, we ſhould ſuppoſe a Landholder 
occupying his own Farm, and at the ſame 
Time both Owner and Tenant of the Soil: 
and we ſhould eſtimate the Quantum of his 
Tax in reſpect of the whole clear Product of 
his Land. In this View. how rn 
would the Diſproportion of their Taxes xiſe 


upon us! But fince unequal Taxes- have been 


always looked upon as contrary. to the Max- 
ims of good Government, 'tis hoped the 
Legiſlature will not think of heightening 
the Inequality of thoſe Taxes, with which 
the Sugar Planters are now burthened, by 


any new Impoſition ; by an Impoſition of a 


Farthing a Pound, which amounts to no 
leſs than two Shillings and four Pence per 
hundred Weight. | * «fs 

Such a new Duty would be the more ſevere, 
becauſe the Parliament no longer ago than 
the laſt Seſſion thought fit to lay a further 
Duty upon Melafles Spirits, which is in 
Effect another real Duty upon Sugar. 

For Melaſſes being drawn from Sugar in 
the Refiner's Hands, he muſt.. regulate the 
Price, which he gives for Sugar, with an Eye 
to the Value of it's Melaſſes, that he is fo 
2 - 
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{el} afterwards. And the late Duty of nine 
Pence per Gallon-upon Melaſſes Spirits hath 
depreſſed ſhę Value of Melaſſes from about 
ſixteen - Silhngs to nine Shillings and Six- 
pence per hundred Weight. | 

The whole Duty upon. Melaſſes Spirits, 
levied - rigorouſly at the Still Head, amount 
to two Shillings per . Gallon : Which the 
Diſtiller having honeſtly paid, he attempted 
of Courſe to advance upon the Retail of thoſe 
Spirits. /But the advanced Price, which the 
Diſtiller was under a Neceſſity of demanding 
for his Melaſſes Spirit, was ſo great, that run 
French Brandy could be afforded cheaper, 
And French Brandy being at the fame Time 
ſubſervient to all the Uſes of Melaſſes Spirit 
has been ſmuggled and conſumed in much 
greater Quantities than before, to the Loſs of 
the fair Trader, and Detriment of the Re- 
venue, Whence the Conſumption of Me- 


laſſes y OM hath been much obſtructed, and 


the Price of Melaſſes hath been greatly 
lowered, The Effect of this Duty bath 


Five hundred Weight of Sugar produces two hundred 
Weight of Melaſſes. 

Melaſſes, before the Duty on the Spirit, yielded ſixteen 
Shillings per Hundred ; ſince which it fell to nine Shillings 
and Six-penc- : The Difference therefore of ſix Shillings 
and Six-pence upon one hundred Weight of Melaſſes is thir- 
teen Shillings upon the two hungred Weight ; which thirteen 
Shillings, divided on five hundred Weight of Sugar, as vir. 
tually a Duty of two Shillings and Seven-pence per hundred 


Weight of Sugar. | 
been 
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been ſuch in North Britain, that ſinoe the 
Impoſition of it little or no Melaſſes has 


been diſtilled; but almoſt the whole, which | 
is ſeparated from their Sugar, hath been car- 


ried into Lancaſhire and tlie adjacent Places, 
and fold as Victual at nine Shillings per 
hundred Weight. So great a Decreaſe in 
the Price of Melaſſes muſt have been ſevere= 
ly felt by the Sugar Planter this Year, had 
not the uncommon Failure of the French and 
Dutch Crops in the V- Indies, as well as 
the Troubles in the Dutch Sugar Settlements 
at Batavia, accidentally opened him a Door 
for a large Exportation of his Sugars from 
Great Britain. Hereafter, when our own 
Market comes to be overſtocked with Sugar, 
the Injury of the Duty on Melaſſes will ſhew 
itſelf among the other Grievances, under 
which our Sugar Colonies labour. 

If any Circumſtance can - further aggra- 
vate the Hardſhip of an additional Duty upon 
Sugar, it would be to rivet down fuch a Du- 


ty, and make the Oppreſſion as laſting as the 


Manufacture. Yet this muſt evidently be 
the Caſe, if the Duty is mortgaged for the 
current Service of the Year, becauſe under 
the Variety of our Taxes it will be very 
difficult to create a Fund for the Diſ- 
charge of the principal Sum borrowed on 
this Duty. 2 

E All 


All che Reaſons hitherto offered againſt a 
further Duty upon Sugar proceed upon the 
Proofs, which have been before given, that 
it muſt fall upon the Planter or original Pro- 
prietor, and not upon the Conſumer. But 
admitting for Argument-ſake, that the Con- 
ſumer could be forced to pay this, as well 
as all the other numerous Charges upon 
Sugar (for he may as well be forced to 
pay all as any one of them) yet the fore- 
going Arguments will hold equally againſt 
the Duty ; becauſe in this ſuppoſed Caſe 
the exceſſive Price of Sugar would damp 
the Conſumption; and the poor People 
(who are the Bulk of the Purchaſers) would 
be the more frugal and reſerved in the Uſe 
of it. The Memorial of the Deputies of 
the Council of Commerce in France, pre- 
ſented to the Royal Council in 1701, will 
ſhew, that the Britiſñi Planters and Mer— 
chants are not ſingular in this Opinion. For 
in Page 13 of that Memorial are the fol- 
lowing remarkable Words, viz. © High 
* Duties hinder great Conſumption; the 
* dearer any Thing is, the more ſparing are 
People in the uſing it. Beſides, it is 
** certain that, when Sugars come to ſink in 
* their Price, they cannot bear ſo high a 
* Duty. This is contrary to the Deſign of 
** improving the Colonies.” For which Rea- 
£ I ſons 
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ſons the ſame Memorial“ recommends it to 
the Crown of France to take off ſome of 

the Duties upon Sugar. Now the Duties F 
upon our Sugar are at preſent greater than᷑ñ—C;: 
they were in France at the Time their Me- 
. morial was framed. | 2 
5 Before the Time of, King James the Se- 
f cond our Sugar was c = with a Subſidy 
of no more than eighteen Pence per Hun- 
dred. But in the firſt Year of his Reign a 
Duty of one Farthing in the Pound, or two 
Shillings and four Pence per Hundred was 
added upon that Commodity. The Legiſla- 
ture being ſoon convinced of the Diſcou- nl: 
ragement of ſuch a Duty, ſuffered the Act, 
which had impoſed it, to expire on the 24** 
of June 1693. Then no other Tax remain- 
ed upon Sugar beſides the ancient Subſidy of 
eighteen Pence before mentioned ; which 
{ſubſequent Parliaments thought fit to enlarge 
to three Shillings and Six-pence per Hun- 
dred. And this hath been the ſtanding Du- 
ty of Sugar ever ſince the Year 1703, exclu- 
ſive of the four and a half per hundred 
Pounds, paid in Specie at Barbadbes and the ll 


* Though the Crown of France did not follow the Ad- © 
vice of this Memorial in it's full Latitude; yet the French l 
Miniſters have always had ſo much regard to it, that no L 
new Duty hath been impoſed upon their Plantation Sugar 1 
ever ſince. 8 
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Ifands, and of the late Duty upon 
Mclafles Spirits. 

The Tendency of high Duties, when paid 
by the Conſumer, to ſtop the Vent of a Com- 
modity, appears further from the Practice 
of our own and all other Governments. 
For whenever a Government would reſtrain 
the common Ute of a luxurious foreign Com- 
modity, the conſtant known Method is to 
glog it with ſuch a Duty, as amounts al- 
moſt to a Prohibition of importing it. 
For Inſtance, this hath been practiſed in 
England with regard to French Wines. For 
the Wine-Merchant, being under no Neceſ- 
ſity of importing Claret, will bring no-more 
of it into the Kingdom, than he can ſell even 
at the advanced Price occaſioned by the Du- 
ty. He will throw the Duty on the Con- 
ſumer, or elſe he will not deal in that Sort 
of Wine. The Conſequence is, that infi- 
nitely leſs French-Claret is drank here, than 
what would be, if it were liable to a leſs Duty; 
becauſe it will now be purchaſed only by 


the rich and luxurious. 


In ſhort, the Exorbitance of Price muſt 
retrench the Conſumption of a Commodity, 
whether that Price is owing to Duties, or to 
eh other Cauſe. For.the common People 
be Money to ſpare, every Farthing 

t they acquire is appropriated to 2 
certain 


"6 
certain Uſe, and the leaſt Part cannot be add · 
ed to one Article, without encroaching ups 
ſome other. There are alſo ſeveral Orders 0 
Men ſuperior to the common or meaneſſ 
Sort, who enjoy the Conveniencies of — 
in different Degrees above one another, an 

yet are not able to lay up any Thing at the 
Year's End. Every Sum of their Income 
has, in the ſame Manner, it's peculiar: Uſe 
aſſigned to it ; from which it can be as little 


| diverted to any other Purpoſe, as the ſcanty 


Gains of the meaneſt People. Theſe De- 
grees of People, when a Commodity not ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Life becomes dearer than 
ordinary, cannot purchaſe their uſual Shares, 
without facrificing a more neceſſary or a more 
favourite Expence ; and they muſt be con- 
tent with a leſs Quantity, or buy in it's 
Room ſomething which is cheaper, and yet 
ſerves tolerably well the ſame Intent; or 
elſe they muſt ſubmit abſolutely to the 
Want of it, 2 7 lb „ 
To conclude, if (@s is ſuppoſed for Argu- 
ment Sake only) the Conſumer could be com- 
pelled to pay an additional Duty on Sugar, 
ſtilt it would reduce the Conſamption in 
the ſame Proportion, as it would raiſe the 
Price. If the Conſumption ſhould be pro- 
portionably reduced, the Sugar Planter will 
ſuffer no leſs, than if the Duty fell directly 

upon 
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upon himſelf, For l e loſes as much by the 


Diminution of the Conſumption one Way, 


s by an immediate Deduction out of his 
Profits the other Way. The Planter, in 
either Caſe, being equally a Sufferer, muſt 
be equally forced to deſert his Scttlements, 
and dio; » his Manufacture. 

From hence reſult the manifold Evils al- 
ready enumerated; the Decay of Com- 
merce, the Diminution of the Revenue, 
the Decreaſe of our Navigation, and the 
Encreaſe of the Riches and Maritime 
Power of France. 

- The foregoing Conſiderations are deſign- 
ed to obviate for ever the Execution of a 
Scheme ſo highly detrimental, and will, 


is to be preſamed, induce every Well- wither 


of England rather to defire the Relief of 
the Sugar Colonies in their preſent Duries, 
than that they ould be ſtill more diſtreff. 
ed. For, © by a Removal of it's Duties, 
Sugar might be rendered (as that experi- 
* enced Merchant Sir Foſab Child adviſed 
« Jong ago) more entirely a Britiſb Com- 
4 modity than white Herrings are a. Ditch 
% Commodity, and more profitable too,” 
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